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(57) ABSTRACT

A door assembly having an anti-theft device is provided. The
assembly includes a door component defining an internally
protruding cavity. A locating tab extends from the anti-theft
device and is insertable in the cavity in the door component,
thereby locating the anti-theft device relative to the door
component. The door component includes a locking tab
attached or integrally formed on the door component and
adapted to snap into an opening in the anti-theft device,
thereby securing the anti-theft device relative to the door
component. The anti-theft device may be a shield and the door
component may be a latch mechanism.
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1
DOOR ASSEMBLY WITH ANTI-THEFT
DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a door assembly having an anti-
theft device and a method of assembling a door.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A typical vehicle has at least one access door. Such a door
typically has a latch mechanism actuated by an outside door
handle to gain access to the interior of the vehicle. Vehicles
are sometimes subject to unauthorized entry and theft. To
prevent such unauthorized entry while permitting authorized
access, on at least some of the vehicle doors the latch mecha-
nism is provided with an externally actuated lock having akey
cylinder rod. Attempts to gain unauthorized entry into the
vehicle include triggering the door latch mechanism by forc-
ibly manipulating the key cylinder rod in the door. An anti-
theft device such as a shield may be placed in the door assem-
bly to prevent unauthorized access or tampering of the key
cylinder rod. The shield is typically attached within the door
assembly via a fastener such as a threaded stud, thereby
taking up packaging space and shifting the glass run channel
by about 10 mm.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A door assembly having an anti-theft device is provided. A
locating tab extends from the anti-theft device and is insert-
able in the cavity in the door component, thereby locating the
anti-theft device relative to the door component. The door
component includes a locking tab attached or integrally
formed on the door component and adapted to snap into an
opening in the anti-theft device, thereby securing the anti-
theft device relative to the door component. The anti-theft
device may be a shield and the door component may be a latch
mechanism. Assembly of the shield is simplified with the
elimination of the fastener typically used to secure anti-theft
devices within the door assembly. Because the locating tab
locates the shield relative to the door component, the opera-
tion of driving a small fastener to locate and secure the assem-
bly is not required. Further, door packaging is improved by
reducing space thatis otherwise taken up by atypical fastener.
A method of assembling a door is also provided.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the present invention are readily apparent from
the following detailed description of the best modes for car-
rying out the invention when taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective fragmentary view of a
portion of a vehicle door in accordance with the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective fragmentary view of a
shield shown in FIG. 1, showing the opposite side of the
shield shown in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a close-up schematic perspective fragmentary
view of a portion of the latch mechanism and shield shown in
the door of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a close-up schematic perspective fragmentary
view of a portion of the latch mechanism shown in FIG. 1.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference numbers
refer to like components, FIG. 1 shows a portion of a vehicle
door 10. The door 10 includes an exterior-facing member 12
and an exterior door-release handle 14, which are part of a
handle assembly 16. The door 10 includes a latch mechanism
18, shown in FIG. 1. As understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art, the latch mechanism 18 is capable of being fastened
and released by door-release handle 14 as well as via an
interior door-release handle (not shown) to permit the door 10
to selectively open and close the entryway 20. The latch
mechanism 18 may be a unitary or one-piece configuration or
may include a plurality of components. The door 10 also
includes an inner structure (not shown) for supporting the
exterior-facing member 12, the latch mechanism 18, and vari-
ous wiring, reinforcement members and other door hardware,
as known by those skilled in the art.

Referring to FIG. 1, akey-cylinder 22 is located on the door
10, such that the key-cylinder is accessible from the exterior-
facing member 12. Key-cylinder 22 is operatively connected
to latch mechanism 18 via a rod 24 (shown in phantom) at
position 26 for selectively locking and unlocking latch
mechanism 18. Key-cylinder 22 may be operatively con-
nected to a pawl (not shown) that rotates when a key 28 is
turned in the key-cylinder 22, thereby translating the rod 24
and selectively locking and unlocking latch mechanism 18.
Alternatively, a remote keyless system may be used to lock
and unlock the latch mechanism 18.

To prevent manipulation or jimmying of the key-cylinder
22 and rod 24 by a thief using an implement such as a screw-
driver, an anti-theft device such as shield 30 is operatively
connected to the exterior-facing member 12, as shown in FIG.
1. The shield 30 is positioned between the rod 24 and exterior-
facing member 12. FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view of
the shield 30. For clarity, the shield 30 is shown shaded in
FIGS. 1-3. Shield 30 includes first, second, third and fourth
walls 32, 34, 36, 38 (shown in FIG. 2) configured to block
physical access to the rod 24 from the exterior-facing member
12, shown in FIG. 1. Shield 30 includes a first aperture 40 for
attachment to a door inner panel (not shown), a second aper-
ture 42 for attachment to the handle assembly 16 and a third
aperture 44 for attachment to the door inner panel (not
shown). Suitable fasteners such as bolts or studs may be used
to attach the apertures 40, 42, 44 to the respective compo-
nents.

The shield 30 is attached to a door component, such as latch
mechanism 18, through a locating and attachment mecha-
nism 50, shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. Alternatively, the shield 30
may be attached to another door component, such as a bracket
or panel (not shown), specially formed to have the features of
the locating and attachment mechanism 50, shown in FIG. 3
and described below. FIG. 3 is a close-up schematic perspec-
tive fragmentary view of the portion 3 shown in FIG. 1. The
locating and attachment mechanism 50 includes a door por-
tion 52 (shown in FIG. 4) and a shield portion 54 (shown in
FIG. 2).

The door portion 52 of the locating and attachment mecha-
nism 50 is shown in FIG. 3. The door portion 52 includes an
internally protruding cavity 56 (also shown in phantom in
FIG. 3) formed on a first face 58 of the latch mechanism 18.
The door portion 52 includes a locking tab 60 that is attached
onto or integrally formed on a second face 62 of the latch
mechanism 18. As shown in FIG. 4, the first face 58 is angled
with respect to the second face 62. The first face 58 may be
oriented approximately perpendicularly with respect to the
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second face 62. Thus, referring to FIG. 2, application of a first
force A (parallel to the axis 80 shown in FIG. 1) and a second
force B, which are approximately perpendicular to each other,
is needed to release the shield from the door component. The
latch mechanism 18 may be composed of plastic, metal or
other suitably rigid material. The latch mechanism 18 may be
formed with the internally protruding cavity 56 and locking
tab 60 using injection molding techniques. The latch mecha-
nism 18 may also be hydroformed, stamped, cast, extruded or
otherwise manufactured. The latch mechanism 18 may have a
unitary or one-piece configuration or may be an assembly of
components.

The shield portion 54 of the locating and attachment
mechanism 50 is shown in FIG. 2. The shield portion 54
includes a locating tab 64 that is attached onto or integrally
formed on the first wall 32 of the shield 30. The shield portion
54 includes a flange 66 having an opening 70 (shown in FIGS.
1-3). The flange 66 abuts and extends away from the first wall
32 and the second wall 34 of the shield 30, as shown in FIG.
2. The first wall 32 is angled with respect to the second wall
34. The first wall 32 may be oriented approximately perpen-
dicularly with respect to the second wall 34. The locking tab
60 of F1G. 4 is adapted to fit or snap into the opening 70 in the
shield 30, thereby securing the shield 30 relative to the latch
mechanism 18. The locating tab 64 is insertable in the cavity
56 in the latch mechanism 18, thereby locating the shield 30
relative to the latch mechanism 18. The cavity 56 may be
designed to have a shape that is substantially complementary
to the locating tab 64. Optionally, the locating tab 64 may be
tapered along its length, as shown in FIG. 2. The shield 30
may be composed of plastic, metal or other suitably rigid
material to provide resistance to tampering of the door struc-
ture. The shield 30 may be formed having the locating tab 64
and opening 70 using injection molding techniques. The
shield 30 may also be hydroformed, stamped, cast, fabricated,
extruded or otherwise manufactured.

The locating and attachment mechanism 50 functions as
follows: the locating tab 64 is partially inserted into the cavity
56 in the latch mechanism 18 before the locking tab 60 makes
contact with the opening 70 in the shield 30. Referring to FIG.
3, the locating tab 64 protrudes into the cavity 56 in the latch
mechanism 18 to locate the proper position of the shield 30
relative to the latch mechanism 18 as well as to retain the
shield 30 in the latch mechanism 18. The opening 70 in the
shield 30 is then positioned above the locking tab 60, causing
the locking tab 60 to snap into place in the opening 70. The
shield 30 is then fully assembled in the door 10, as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 3.

Referring to FIG. 4, the locking tab 60 in the latch mecha-
nism 18 has a first portion 72 that is tapered to allow for easy
insertion in the opening 70 (shown in FIG. 3) in the shield 30
during assembly. The locking tab 60 has a second portion 74
that is raised above the second face 62 of the latch mechanism
18, as shown in FIG. 4. The second portion 74 allows the
locking tab 60 to be secured in the opening 70 after assembly
and prevents the locking tab 60 from being detached from the
opening 70. The shield 30 may be removed from the latch
mechanism 18 by applying a force to remove or un-snap the
locking tab 60 from the opening 70. This would allow the
locating tab 64 to be removed from the cavity 56 in the latch
mechanism 18.

The locating and attachment mechanism 50 simplifies
assembly of the shield 30 into the door 10 by eliminating the
fastener (not shown) typically used to secure an anti-theft
devices in a vehicle. Because the locating tab 64 locates the
shield 30 to the latch mechanism 18, the blind operation of
driving a small fastener to locate and secure the assembly is
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4

not required. A typical fastener would shift the rear glass run
channel (not shown) by approximately 10 mm. Door packag-
ing is improved as space is not required for the typical fastener
(along the axis 80).

While the best modes for carrying out the invention have
been described in detail, those familiar with the art to which
this invention relates will recognize various alternative
designs and embodiments for practicing the invention within
the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A door assembly comprising:

a door component having a first face, a second face and an
internally protruding cavity, the door component includ-
ing a locking tab attached or integrally formed on the
second face of the door component;

a shield having an opening and a locating tab extending
from the shield;

wherein the first face of the door component defines the
internally protruding cavity;

wherein the first face is oriented approximately perpen-
dicularly with respect to the second face, the first face
being directly adjacent to the second face;

wherein the entire locating tab is insertable in the cavity in
the door component, thereby locating the shield relative
to the door component;

wherein the locking tab is directly attached to the second
face of the door component and

wherein the locking tab is adapted to extend through the
opening in the shield, the locking tab being configured to
secure the shield relative to the door component.

2. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the door component is

a latch mechanism.

3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the locking tab has a
first portion that is tapered to allow the entire locking tab to be
inserted through one end of the opening and extend through
the opposite end of the opening in the shield.

4. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the locking tab has a
second portion that is raised relative to the second face of the
door component to secure the locking tab in the opening in the
shield, the second portion being configured to extend in a
direction substantially perpendicular to the cavity of the door
component.

5.Theassembly of claim 1, wherein the shield is positioned
between an exterior-facing member and a rod operatively
connected to a key cylinder for unlocking the door assembly;
and

wherein the shield includes at least one wall configured to
block access to the rod from the exterior-facing member.

6. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the shield is formed
from a plastic material.

7. The assembly of claim 1, wherein:

the shield includes first and second walls, the first wall
being angled with respect to the second wall;

the locating tab extends from the first wall; and

the opening in the shield is formed on a flange abutting the
first wall and the second wall.

8. The assembly of claim 7, wherein the first wall is ori-
ented approximately perpendicularly with respect to the sec-
ond wall.

9. A vehicle comprising:

an entryway,

a door assembly for the entryway, the door assembly hav-
ing:
an exterior-facing member;
alatch mechanism operatively connected to the exterior-

facing member,
the latch mechanism having a first and a second face;
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wherein the first face is oriented approximately perpen-
dicularly with respect to the second face, the first face
being directly adjacent to the second face;

an internally protruding cavity defined by the first face of
the latch mechanism;

a shield defining an opening and operatively connected
to the latch mechanism;

a locating tab extending from the first wall of the shield
such that the entire locating tab is insertable in the
cavity in the latch mechanism, thereby locating the
shield relative to the latch mechanism;

a locking tab integrally formed on the second face of the
latch mechanism and adapted to extend through the
opening in the shield, the locking tab being configured
to secure the shield relative to the latch mechanism;

wherein the locking tab is directly attached to the second

face of the door component and

wherein the locking tab defines a second portion that is

raised to secure the locking tab in the opening in the

shield, the second portion being configured to extend in

a direction substantially perpendicular to the cavity of

the latch mechanism.

10. The vehicle of claim 9:

wherein the shield is positioned between the exterior-fac-

ing member and a rod operatively connected to a key

cylinder for unlocking the door; and

the shield includes at least one wall configured to block

access to the rod from the exterior-facing member.

11. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the opening in the
shield is formed on a flange abutting a first wall and a second
wall of the shield, the first wall being oriented approximately
perpendicularly with respect to the second wall.

12. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein:

the locking tab defines a first portion that is tapered to allow

the entire locking tab to be inserted through one end of

the opening and extend through the opposite end of the
opening in the shield.
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13. A method of assembling a door, the method compris-
ing:
forming a door component with an internally protruding
cavity, wherein the cavity is a blind hole;
wherein the door component includes a first face and a
second face, the internally protruding cavity being
defined by the first face;
wherein the first face is oriented approximately perpen-
dicularly with respect to the second face, the first face
being directly adjacent to the second face;
forming a shield having a extending locating tab and form-
ing an opening in the shield on a flange abutting a first
wall and a second wall of the shield;
inserting the entire locating tab of the shield into the cavity
in the door component, thereby locating the shield to the
door component;
directly attaching or integrally forming a locking tab on the
second face of the door component; and
fitting the locking tab into the opening in the shield such
that the locking tab extends through the opening, the
locking tab being configured to secure the shield relative
to the door component.
14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:
forming a first portion on the locking tab that is tapered to
allow the entire locking tab to be inserted through one
end of the opening and extend through the opposite end
of the opening in the shield;
forming a second portion on the locking tab that is raised to
secure the locking tab in the opening in the shield, the
second portion being configured to extend in a direction
substantially perpendicular to the cavity of the door
component.
15. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the cavity of the door
component is a blind hole.
16. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the cavity defined by
the latch mechanism is a blind hole.
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